
2013 Iqaluit Community Greenhouse Society Survey Highlights 
The following report summarizes the results of the 2013 Iqaluit Community Greenhouse Society survey.  
Our main concerns this year were in regards to how our past, current and future members would like to 
see the Society grow this year and how we should pursue funding and/or grants.  Further information 
will be available at http://www.iqaluitgreenhouse.com or by contacting iqaluitgreenhouse@yahoo.ca.  

1) How would you like to see us grow this season? 

 

a) Details for 1) Other 

• Demo plots cared for by experienced gardeners.  In exchange these gardeners receive 
more space and would also provide community learning opportunities. 

• Any model that encourages interaction between members 

• Concerns regarding those putting in majority of work missing out on harvest or those 
not putting in work taking advantage of harvest 

• Interested in donating a portion of the yield to the soup kitchen 

• Want a more collective community experience 
 

2) Funding and Grants 

• Accept all funding sources 

• Fee is a barrier; those who need food don’t necessarily care where money comes from if 
it allows them to participate 

• Accept from anywhere so long as no strings attached 

• Shouldn’t accept funding from WalMart due to economic policies and poor employee 
treatment/benefits; no issues with donations from petroleum, auto industry or local 
business 

• Money is money and if someone wants to give to us, we should take it and use it well 

• Only Canadian corporations 

• Donations and support from organizations that support the Greenhouse Society’s goals 
and vision 
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3) 2012 Plots 
a) Did you have a plot? 

 
b) Rate your experience. 

 
c) Reasons for rating: 

• Too shallow to plant certain species 

• Better plot locations reserved for “research” 

• Water wasn’t working; too frigid – invest in water heater? 

• No yield except for some spinach and a few peas; lacking in flavour 

• Plots are small; not sure how to maximize space with optimal plant growth 

• Terrible summer; nothing short of a weather changing machine could have helped 

• Opened too late for good growth 

• Mold growth in some plots, poor growing conditions; need more soil mixing and testing 

• Low production due to weather conditions 

  



4) 2011 Plots 
a) Did you have a plot? 

 
b) Rate your experience. 

 
 

c) Reasons for rating: 

• Poor soil; not enough to go around 

• Community atmosphere difficult due to schedules – sharing plots helps with this 

• Too many seeds purchased; combination of society seeds and members’ seeds? 

• Some seeds and “kits” went to waste? 

• Better sun; less equipment breakdowns 

• Great plot members; terrific yield 

  



5) Communications – How should we communicate with our members/the general public? 

 

a) Flyers in the community; PSAs for non-GH members; fun events! 
 

6) Do you intend to have a plot in 2013? 

 

  



7) Additional comments 

• Limited list of veggies; wider variety this year? 

• Greenhouse was an important contribution to member’s mental health while in Iqaluit 

• New to Iqaluit; excited to join! 

• Will not be returning due to increasing costs and decreasing quality of equipment 

• Wished to volunteer for work parties, but was never notified; missed plot assignment and 
didn’t not get to work at the greenhouse or harvest; not interested in growing food – only 
flowers 

• Wish for a longer season; would like to see members doing work around greenhouse, 
fundraising and generally making the world a happier place 

• Good soil this year?  Is the leak fixed? 

• More community atmosphere; more volunteer opportunities 

• More of a composting program or start one up 

• Thankful for giving opportunity to grow own produce 
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